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It purifies earth because it does not disdain to
inhabit it.

Am I not the nobler through thy love ?
Oh three times less unworthy ! likewise thou
Art more through love.

Mr. Tennyson's whole philosophy of the subject
is comprised in these lines. In a certain sense
the philosophy is not peculiar to him, but in a
certain sense it is. Though the passion of love
is as old as. human nature itself, yet in different
ages it has assumed special aspects, and taken
special places in man's moral view of life. This
is markedly true of the present century, and
true still more of those years of it which at
present we have in view. The progressive and
hopeful school of religious thinkers, all, during
that period, took one direction. The more rigid
forms of orthodoxy, they began to think, were
untenable. These, all of them, were associated
with the ascetic view of life ; and our highest duty
with regard to human affection was according to
them little more than curbing it. What the
progressive school aimed at was to reverse this
condition of things. In proportion as they
thought it hopeless to formulate what was
divine, they sought to deify what was human.